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The future has arrived...at a
Cape Coral home
When Don Koogler sits on his lanai in the heat of summer, he can be as cool as he is indoors. That’s
because his 2,000-square-foot lanai is completely air conditioned.
“I am trying to set a trend,” Don says.

If Don goes to the store and wants to know what he needs to buy, he can press an app and ask his smart
refrigerator or freezer what items are running low. The stove is computerized to hold recipes. The
master bathroom has a touchpad to turn on the shower, control temperature and set one of 20 light
patterns.
Every room has a picture-frame TV. They weren’t even on the market when Don bought them, but he
has them in every room. When the TV is off, he can put one of thousands of pictures in the frame,
making it look like a giant photo and not at all like a TV.
Don’s new home on the water in Cape Coral is like a luxury house from the future.
The under-roof portion of his lanai has shutters that come down at the push of a button. Once they are
lowered, Don can turn on the air conditioning.
“I just decided I wanted to try it,” Don explains. “I live on my lanai. I always have. That is one of the
things when people see it, they will want to do it.”
This huge space has a table for eight, an L-shaped bar with eight stools, a tall table with four more
seats, plus a big, plush lounger, couches and chairs.
“There is a ton of seating — 42 seats under air on the lanai,” he says. “I had a party with 154 people and
we didn’t even come inside.”
There is also a fire pit and bar with a TV. One of his favorite elements is a 145-inch TV screen that comes
down from the ceiling.
“The other thing I like about it is my family comes over quite a bit,” he says. “With the screen on the
lanai, the grandkids can watch their own movie.”
The lanai is all under a ceiling of cypress wood. The pool and spa are just beyond and overlook the
canal.
“I plan to have a cup of coffee and read the paper on the lanai,” he says. “Many days, I don’t have to go
to the office. I can do a lot of my work on the lanai.”
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Inside the home, it’s just as unique and technologically advanced. In the kitchen, the full-sized, side-byside refrigerator and freezer are hidden behind cabinet doors. But it’s the smart features that make it
special. From his phone Don can not only see a current photo of the contents, but can find out what
items might be needed.

“It will say, ‘The ketchup is almost empty,’” Don says.
Don points to the gas stove and turns on a computer screen that can hold thousands of recipes. The
huge pantry has a microwave and countertops for appliances. It also has a sink and numerous cabinets
to store food and other goods.
The kitchen has a very wide center island with a sink and seating for eight. There is also a dining room
table that seats six. In the family room, a gigantic L-shaped gray leather couch faces the TV that is set in
panels of granite. Nearby, the den has a picture frame TV.
“That’s the cool thing about this. You don’t really know it’s a TV,” he says. “Picture frame TVs are just
coming out on the market.”
Don says there are hundreds of free pictures to choose from or he can pay a bit to add an even greater
selection.
The home has two guest room suites. One is done in gray and white. The other has a king-size bed
covered with a glittery, silver bedspread.
The master bedroom has a king-sized bed in a pattern of tan, brown and black colors.
A padded gray wall behind the bed matches the bottom frame of the bed. A wooden ceiling soars
above. Glass French doors lead to the lanai. In the master bathroom, the shower has four rain heads
and two regular heads. The bathtub can be filled by a faucet that pours from the ceiling above.
“We did a lot of different things in here,” he says.
One of Don’s favorite rooms is his man cave with its 155-inch TV.
“It can split it into four TVs so I can watch four ballgames at once,” Don says.
A large, leather recliner couch offers lots of seating along with bar stools behind a long table. Don says
with the sliding doors open, people can watch TV from the lanai too. The bathroom by the man cave
serves as the pool bath.
While Don did most of the design work, he got help from Lori Manning of Lori Manning Designs.

“Probably the man cave is my favorite,” Lori says. “It just feels cozy, and I really feel that’s the room he is
going to live in.”
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The house also has touch keypad and remote-controlled window shades and light fixtures. An in-wall
hose makes it unnecessary to lug around a vacuum. Real stone on the front of the house and on the
pillars on the lanai look like wood done in a three-dimensional Jenga pattern.
“It’s time to show something a little bit more unique,” Don says. “This is three years in the making.”
“Don really wanted to hit it out of the park with this house, and I think he succeeded with that,” Lori
says.
For almost 30 years, Koogler Homes has built award-winning, fully customized, eco-friendly residences
in Southwest Florida, but this house Don, the president of Koogler Homes, built for himself.

The house has three bedrooms and a den and three full and two half bathrooms. There are three
garages.
Don won’t move in until March because he wants to use it as a model to show people what is possible
in an ultra-modern home.
“It is definitely one of a kind. This is the most advanced house we have ever done,” Don says. “This is a
completely different style. It’s unique. I always try to set a trend.”
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